
 

The Straight and Level 

An Independent Newsletter from the  

Home Builders Association of the Upper Rio Grande 
      Established 2005  

Issue No. 43 

May 2010 

The notice of an upcoming bid item for the US Forest  
Service to maintain and repair the Beaver Creek Historic 
CCC Toilet made me realize that in the 30’s during the 
“Great Depression” the entity with the money, like today, 
is the government. 
 
On an annual basis the federal government spends about 
$500 billion on goods and services.  As spending for most 
businesses and the private sector declines today,        
government spending is on the rise!   
 
As small business owners, we all need to take a look at 
what is out there for us to compete for. If you plan to    
pursue government funded work at any level make sure 
all your ducks are in a row and that you are ready for all 
the regulations, certifications and employment require-
ments that will go along with this. 
 
All states receiving stimulus dollars have had to re-look at 
their requirements and the feds have greatly increased  

 
 
their investigative and enforcement forces for the (FLSA) 
Federal Labor Standards Act compliance.  The Depart-
ment of Labor just put Colorado in their cross hairs for 
2010.  They will be particularly looking for misclassifica-
tion of workers, minimum wage & overtime requirements 
and child labor infractions. 
 
With incredible amounts of government construction    
occurring in our area, I want to encourage our members 
to compete for this work.  We have tried, been beaten up, 
embarrassed and etc. but we intend to continue to     
compete. 
 
I would encourage minority, women and veteran owned 
businesses to get registered as such.  If you are not al-
ready bonded, talk with your insurance provider about 
this…there is also an SBA program for this, I think. 
 
In a tough economy we all have to take a hard look at our 
operations and our team and be prepared to put out a 
tremendous effort to make our companies better. 

Presidents Message 
Bob Van Iwaarden 

Government Funded Projects 

2009 Home Builders’ Jobsite Codes by Bee Marx 

 

A new guide by NAHB and the International Code Council (ICC) provides critical 
answers to the most frequently asked residential construction jobsite code      
questions.  Available at BuilderBooks.com, the 2009 Home Builders’ Jobsite 
Codes:  A Quick Guide to the 2009 International Residential Code, is a convenient 
field guide to the International Residential Code and a quick reference to common 
codes for residential construction.  The guide, which features illustrations, tables 
and figures, is meant to be used on the jobsite for quick reference but is not a sub-
stitute for the complete codes. 
 
The user-friendly guide includes: 

Provisions addressing all aspects of conventional construction of dwellings 
and their accessory buildings. 

Safety requirements such as egress, emergency escape, fall protection, safe 
design criteria, fire protection and safe and healthy living environments. 

Code provisions for foundations, floors, walls, roofs, chimneys and fireplaces, 
mechanical, fuel gas, plumbing and electrical systems. 

 
For more information or to order “2009 Home Builders’ Jobsite Codes,” 
call 800-223-2665.  

2010 HBAURG Board of Directors  

President: Bob Van Iwaarden 

Vice President: Sheldon Lowder 

Secretary: Ron Marx 

Treasurer: Don Smit 

Directors: Samy Aragon 
Grover Hathorn 
Pat Martinez 
Billi Rue 
Dick Shaw 

HBAURG Board Meetings are held monthly, 2 weeks prior to 
the Monthly Membership  Dinner Meeting, which is held the 
last Tuesday of the month.  The Board of Directors wel-
comes members to attend the Board Meetings.  Please call 
Bee @ (719) 873-5440 for more information. 



 Notes from Bee 

May 25th — Membership Meeting 
Location: Dos Rios ~ Monte Vista 

Dinner will be Mexican-American buffet including salad bar 

and dessert. 

Time: Social 6:00pm, Dinner at 6:30pm 

Cost: $15.00 per personñReservations are recommended* 

  *Reservation Deadline ~ Noon, Thursday May 20th 

Contact Bee to make  

dinner  reservations,  

873-5440 or email at 

hbaurg@aol.com 

Colorado PTAC & Free Estimating Software Trial by Billi Rue 

Colorado PTAC 

At this month's dinner meeting, there will be a short presentation on government contracting and the 
Colorado PTAC.  The same group of people doing the presentation at our dinner meeting are actually 
doing a workshop the following day, Wednesday, May 26th from 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm at Adams State 
College, Porter Hall, Room 106.  The workshop is free to anyone but you must RSVP through a                            

website:  www.bennet.senate.gov/services/workshops/ 

  
My understanding of the purpose of the workshop is to provide information about a relatively new and free resource 
called Colorado PTAC, Procurement Technical Assistance Center. Colorado PTAC provides assistance to Colorado 
businesses in qualifying and finding government work such as construction services, design and engineering services, 
and construction management services. 
  
As I comb the internet looking for new project leads in our area for the HBAURG Facebook group, most of the projects I 
find are government funded.  Many of the projects would be ideal  for HBAURG member businesses but qualifying for 
the projects and understanding how to work with these government entities can be intimidating.  
  
Colorado PTAC guides a business through the government procurement process and assists in securing necessary 
registrations, identifying bid opportunities, proposal preparation, and much more.  To learn more about the services 
provided by Colorado PTAC, visit their website at www.coloradoptac.org .  
  
Free Estimating Software Trial 
HBAURG members have access to a free trial version of an estimating software called EstimatorPRO.  To access the 
free trial version for download go to the NAHB website at www.nahb.org.  In the NAHB website search box, type in 
"Estimator Pro Software" and click the "Search" button.  Your search results will appear and a link to the Estimator 
PRO 5.2 software should be at the top of the list.  Click on the link and you will be re-directed to the BuilderBooks.com 

website where the software is available for purchase.  

Notice that if you do decide to purchase the software, as a NAHB member, you will receive a $77 discount.  If you scroll 

down the page, you will find demonstration videos and the link to download the free trial version of the software. 

 Please look for more information on member benefits and how to access them in next month's newsletter! 

http://docs.google.com/a/rightcarpet.net/www.bennet.senate.gov/services/workshops/
http://docs.google.com/a/rightcarpet.net/www.coloradoptac.org%20
http://docs.google.com/a/rightcarpet.net/www.nahb.org


 by Bee Marx 

 


